Date
Re: Oppose House Bill 1023 – Changes to Kennel Definition

Dear (Representative/Senator ______):

As a responsible Massachusetts dog owner/exhibitor/trainer/breeder (Select the ones that apply to you)  (or say “As a responsible dog owner who participates in dog events in Massachusetts”), I am extremely concerned about House Bill 1023, which would significantly change the definition of kennel to include dog events and training facilities. If dog activities and events such as dog shows or agility trials are included in the legal definition of “kennel’, it will be very difficult for most dog events to obtain the local licensing needed to put on their event. I respectfully ask that you vote “no” on this bill.

Personalize here:  Talk about yourself as a dog trainer and/or exhibitor.  How will this bill affect the activities you do with your dogs in Massachusetts?  What Massachusetts events do you attend?  
If you reside in Massachusetts, do you host any dog events with more than 12 dogs?  How many exhibitors participate? Does the general public attend?  

Dog events generate significant amounts of money for local Massachusetts communities.  This is in addition to the millions of dollars responsible dog owners spend in the Commonwealth each year.  Supporting House Bill 1023 sends a clear message that dog trainers and events are not welcome, and is likely result in a loss of millions of dollars in revenue for communities across Massachusetts.
Consider inviting the legislators to an upcoming local show/event to learn more about how local clubs/dog owners are working to promote and encourage responsible dog ownership and breeding in Massachusetts.
I respectfully ask that you oppose House Bill 1023, which would create unreasonable regulations for activities that promote and encourage responsible dog ownership in Massachusetts. I hope that you will join us at (insert event name) to further discuss how we can work together to promote responsible dog ownership in Massachusetts.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Name

Address
