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Mayflower Members Remember  
 
 
Debbie’s passing brought back so many memories of my own long-time association with corgis. 
For more than 40 years, Debbie inspired me with her commitment to our versatile breed. While 
many corgi folks remember her primarily as the Pembroke Corgi historian and pedigree guru, 
Debbie was so much more. She was kind, supportive, incredibly smart, and a talented writer. She 
believed that versatility was an essential corgi trait and supported our Mayflower versatile  
activities. She was a dear friend who stood by my pursuit of recognizing performance corgis and 
inspired me with her commitment to educating club members, breeders, and corgi lovers about 
our breed’s history, standard, husbandry, and versatile achievements. 
     My first encounter with Debbie Harper was in 1959. I was 10 years old and was attending 
obedience classes at Port Chester Obedience Training Club. Debbie was training her beagle in 
the same classes. As she recounted many years later, meeting my dog Tigger spurred her interest 
in corgis and led to her purchasing her first corgi. I can only surmise that this was about the same 
time as she met Gay Sargent (her coauthor of the seminal 1982 American corgi book, The 
Complete Pembroke Welsh Corgi), who also attended PCOTC classes. Fast forward about 25 
years later, in 1983. I purchased a lovely male corgi pup from Anne Bowes. At the time, I did not 
know that this corgi, Tyler (Ch. Heronsway Free Style UDT HT VC ROMX) would bring us 
back together. Tyler produced 3 champions for Debbie and we had such fun times exhibiting 
together and became good friends. 
     Debbie served on our club’s award winning Corgi Cryer staff as both a writer and an editor. 
Over the years, She and the staff welcomed me and others to write performance articles and 
promote performance activities. At a time when the PWCCA did very little to promote 
performance. Debbie’s support played an essential role in Mayflower becoming a national leader 
in corgi performance activities. After the death of our club treasurer, Lila Wolfman, Debbie 
stepped up to oversee the establishment of the Lila Wolfman award, our club’s annual award for 
a member’s corgi achieving a breed championship, a CD, and one other performance title. More 
than 30 years later, this award is still a coveted achievement. She also helped formulate 
Mayflower’s versatile performance titles. In 2016, when I was honored with the AKC lifetime 
achievement award in Companion Events, I wrote Debbie to thank her for being my inspiration 
as an advocate for performance activities. I shall ever be grateful for her friendship. 
- Tibby Chase 

 
 
We will miss her. When Debbie attended our shows, she and I would always have a chat. Debbie 
would save a place for me next to her at the show ring. Seems like yesterday. May she rest in 
peace. She will always be in my mind, especially at show time. A true friend.  
- Dianne Connolly 
 
 
Debbie was a Charter member of Mayflower and helped in many capacities. She developed our 
By Laws and chaired the committee for many years.  She worked tirelessly on our very 
successful Corgi Cryer. She was a mentor for many Mayflower members and was always willing 
to share her knowledge with others. She will be missed by many. 
- Kathy Broska 
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It is still very difficult to accept that my friend and mentor is gone. Beginning in the 1980's, 
Debbie Harper guided me into the Pembroke world and remained in my Corgi life until our loss 
of her in 2024. I was fortunate to call her a dear friend that I could call at any hour for advice and 
to relay news from litters or shows. She entrusted me with two wonderful Walborah dogs: CH 
Walborah's Dowland of Brogan "Toby" and the famous CH Walborah's Abelia Brogan CGC TDI 
"Tollie".  
     Never once did she have a judgmental opinion or say anything really negative about puppies 
or dogs I was showing. Our group of friends hold "puppy parties" when a litter is about 10 weeks 
old, and she was always there finding the positives. She was so clever at coming up with litter 
themes and call names (so many funny ones, for example Sperry who fell asleep in a boat shoe.) 
Like all breeders, I had my share of catastrophes and she got me through them. Eventually she 
got a few dogs from me and the relationship changed direction. She kept track of my family as 
well as any successes I had at shows. Enroute home from a specialty she would be my first call. 
Our little group of friends would take her out to celebrate milestone birthdays and we were all so 
proud of the respected position she held internationally, plus her work in the Swedish Vallhund 
breed.  We all miss her greatly. I hope that we continue to honor her memory in our beloved 
breed.   
- Mari Carroll 

 

 
Best of Breed/Best Veteran CH Walborah's Abelia Brogan CGC, TDI "Tollie" age 10.  
Garden State Specialty May 6, 1999.  Judge: Tim Mathiesen.  
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Where do I begin about my mentor’s mentor…. I met Debbie through my mentor, BFF, and 
Corgi partner Mari Carroll (BROGAN). Debbie was down to just one corgi, Perry, and he was 
getting up in years. Debbie was looking for another to share her life. My heart dog, Sophie, aka 
CH Beaumanor You Make My Dreams Come True, had given us two beautiful champion girls to 
add to our program and deserved to be the center of someone’s world. It was an honor to have 
her live with the “QUEEN” of corgis for nearly 10 years. Over those years we would meet up at 
dog shows and puppy parties. Debbie would bring Soph along with her to visit. “She knew you 
were here, she’s been looking for you,” she would say. It brought a tear to my eye. Debbie loved 
her so. They enjoyed walks and Soph would sleep on her lap while she read and listened to 
classical music. What a wonderful life for a corgi!  
     At one point I got brave enough to ask her to autograph my prized copy of her book. I had had 
it for many years, never thinking she would become such an integral part of my life. She 
beamed” when I asked her, and wrote, “To Robin, May Corgis always make your dreams come 
true.” They have, and I cried. With Debbie’s passing, leaving such holes in our hearts, Sophie 
has returned to Beaumanor. She gives me joy and makes me smile every day. She continues to 
make my dreams come true. Thank you, Debbie, for everything. We love you.. 
- Robin Herrick 

 

 
Sophie at home with Debbie in Pound Ridge. 
 
 
One of my memories is of the Mayflower Winter Carnival in 2010, where Debbie Harper, Sandi 
Eaton, and Ellen Schusterson judged a Virtue Match.  As a newbie in the sport, this was very 
exciting to me—an opportunity to hear what’s correct about our corgis.  Clarabelle (Ch. 
Heronsway Send in the Clowns) was chosen as the winner for Head and Expression - Front 
View, and they awarded her an Honorable Mention for Outline.  Debbie came up to me 
afterwards and said, “I’ve always loved Clarabelle. She’s a wonderful example of the breed.”  
Coming from the woman who literally wrote the book about Pembrokes, such praise for my heart 
dog was wonderful. Through the years, Debbie would comment on how much she loved 
Clarabelle and my joy in hearing her say that never dimmed.  Mayflower has lost a terrific 
friend. 
- Sally Miller 
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We do not recall ever having a corgi that Debbie Harper did not know or have her hands on. On 
Mother’s Day 2024, we visited Debbie with pretty flowers, some delicious goodies, and our new 
puppy, Birdie. We need her to meet Debbie, to see what she thought of her and to get her 
blessing. She was so happy that we were there. We went outside into the woodsy garden where 
we had sat so many time before, chatting and catching up on family things. We put Birdie on the 
little stone garden seat that always remind use of a tiny Stonehenge. She went over Birdie with 
those hands that had held a thousand pups. If you knew Debbie, you knew she would not tell you 
what she thought unless you asked, and if you asked, you had better be ready for her honest 
opinion. We held our breath until she exclaimed, “I love her!” Little did we know it would  be 
the last time we would ever see her. 
    Debbie was our mentor, our voice of calm in every storm, and our friend. Her vast knowledge 
about the breed she loved and devoted her life to was so freely shared. Every single time she 
came to help us with tails and dews, she would force us to do them too. “One of these days I’m 
going to croak and you girls need to know how to do all of this!” she would say—every time for 
25-plus years of puppies. Truth be told, we just wanted her there. She gave us confidence 
through education.  
     When our Bridget won Best of Breed at the National in 2004, she was so happy. “I’m so 
proud of you, you won it for the little people,” she said. Debbie was with us when we lost 
Bridget and her puppies during a C-section. It was one of only two times we have ever seen her 
cry. She lived through her own life tragedies, taught us how to get through ours too, and that we 
can do hard things. She taught us the power of giving oneself, expecting nothing in return. We 
miss her and will be grateful to her forever. We love you, Debbie! 
-  Mary-Elizabeth Simpson and Cathy Santarsiero 

 

 
Debbie meeting Mary-Elizabeth and Cathy’s new puppy, Birdie. 
Mother’s Day 2024 
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As it happened, I had just moved with my 12 year old son and 18 month old corgi to attend 
graduate school in New York. By some miracle, I attended the Mayflower fall match in October 
of 1986. I’d never shown a dog before, but after sitting ringside all day, it seemed like a 
reasonable enough proposition to get up and go through the gate. At one point, the other people 
in the ring and I were introducing ourselves and the woman standing next to me turned out to be 
Debbie Harper. I was starstruck. She wrote The Book. I had read The Book—I hadn’t done 
much, but I had read The Book.  
     I lived not too far from her in Westchester County and quickly learned that if you asked her 
for help, she was always there with it. I remember that we did some work on The Corgi Cryer 
together. When it came to dogs, she would comment if you asked her but didn’t give unsolicited 
advice, at least to me. However, she was always open to questions and company.  
    Seventeen years after meeting Debbie, I had moved back to Tacoma and bred my first litter. I 
took my home bred puppy, Grace, to the Colombia River specialty where Debbie came to judge 
the sweepstakes. In an entry of 58, my Grace landed on top. I was more honored to have won 
under Debbie than under any other possible judge. Forty years later I am just as starstruck. She 
was a lovely person. I will think of her always and her wonderful cottage in Pound Ridge with 
the dogs. 
- Karen Martinac 

 

 
Ragtime Elite Syncopation, “Grace,” winning puppy sweepstakes at Columbia River Specialty in 
2003 under judge Debbie Harper. Photo: Jim Callea 
 
 
I remember how nice it always was to sit with Debbie and watch conformation classes. I loved it 
because  she honestly described what she thought of any Corgi in a class, always in words of 
praise for its virtues, not any negative comments. I learned so much from her. 
- Normajean Dee  
  



9 
 

Debbie and I first became connected when she pleaded for me to take over editorship of The 
Corgi Cryer in 2003. We were a team through the final issue in 2017, with Debbie doing the 
layout, managing ads, and writing many wonderful articles, including the 2004-2005 eight part 
Breeders’ Forum, which won two Dog Writers Association of America Maxwell Awards. Debbie 
and I were jointly proud that the Cryer won 40 Maxwell Awards, including 13 for Best Club 
Publication. Beyond our amazing Cryer partnership, we became lunch, road trip, book 
recommendation, and concert buddies, and shared the highs and lows of each other’s lives for 
more than 20 years. I learned so much from her, and not just about our beloved corgis. Debbie 
was a treasure, and I will always love and miss her. 
- Cindy Read 

 

   
The Corgi Cryer team in 2015: Debbie, Jeanne Gurnis, and Cindy 
 
 
Many of my memorable times spent with Debbie included food. She would travel to my house to 
do the tails and dewclaws on puppies, like she did for so many of us and never expect anything 
in return. I liked preparing a lovely lunch for us to enjoy after the deed was done, when we got to 
spend time chatting. Puppy parties also always involved looking at the pups she had seen at birth 
and then progressed to choosing who might stay to add to the lineage and pedigrees of the future 
and a wonderful lunch to discuss everything. I also enjoyed sitting with Debbie at shows, when 
sometimes that same puppy she had seen at birth was collecting points to eventually meet the 
expectations of continuing the breeder's lines.  
     While dogs were usually part of many conversations, the scope was wide and Debbie’s 
interests many. I loved talking with her about gardening, plants, and flowers, about birds and 
music.  I felt all that went along with breeding. and I believe Debbie agreed!  Interestingly once 
we shared together that we both were named Deborah and both of us did not like being called 
Deb, but preferred Debbie, only I spell mine Debby. That bonded us from that conversation 
onward. I cherish my times spent with Debbie. She was such a wealth of information and 
knowledge and so willing to share it all. She was a very special and extraordinary friend, and I 
was lucky to spend time with her. 
- Debby Beal 
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This is my best memory of Debbie. Back when Buck (Ch Sandfox Unbridled CD RA HXAd 
HIAs OAP OJP CGC VCX VPAX) was a just about to age out of sweepstakes, I decided to take 
that huge step into the world of Specialty shows with him. And of course I decided to do that at 
the extremely prestigious and competitive Potomac Club!  Back then, the show was two days 
because the entry was enormous and it took two full days to judge and critique. Pennsylvania 
seemed like a very long drive to do by myself, so I arranged to meet up at Mary-Elizabeth’s 
house. She, Cathy Santarsiero, and I drove together and along the way at a rest stop in New 
Jersey we met up with Debbie Harper and her infamous Volvo station wagon. We were going to 
caravan together but, well, Debbie’s lead foot sort of made that almost impossible. I remember 
thinking “Holy Cow!  She drives really fast!”  That was the year Mary Elizabeth and Cathy won 
Best of Breed with Bridget, CH Heronsway Two For The Show, but it was also the year that 
Buck won Best Junior in Sweeps and Best In Sweeps. Debbie was so supportive helping me to 
show him to his best and I will never forget her early and generous mentoring. 
- Carol Donnelly 
 
 
When I had gotten my Cordu, Milestone Corduroy, from Donna Gilbert, she introduced me to 
Debbie Harper at one of my very first Mayflower events.  Donna had mentioned that Debbie had 
been present when Cordu was born, along with Harris Tweed, Glen Plaid, and mother 
Velvet.  Somehow I knew she had written The New Complete Pembroke Welsh Corgi, which 
now put her at celebrity status to me! (Little did I know then how important, a person she was to 
our Corgi breed.)  I had her autograph my book, and she wrote, “Good Luck with Corduroy! 
Deborah S. Harper”  I will always treasure that! 
     We spent time together at a few Pet Expos in CT, and I enjoyed all the times our paths 
crossed. She was always so pleasant and always remembered me. I will miss her presence at all 
of our future events but I know she will be there in spirit with the best seat in the house because 
she will be surrounded by ALL of her corgis, Vallhunds, and Beagle. 
- Heidi Johnston 
 
 
Many of my interactions with Debbie centered around The Corgi Cryer. Cindy Read was the 
Cryer's primary editor, the planner, visioner, and the one who herded everyone. The Cryer "co-
parent" Debbie was the production and advertising editor, as well as writing some great articles. 
Between them, they kept all of us columnists in line, on time , and up to snuff (like good herding 
Corgis should ) Corgi lovers from all over subscribed, and the magazine won many awards in the 
Dog Writers Association of America contest. Debbie was also the first person to introduce me to 
Swedish Valhunds. I loved chatting with Debbie at the specialties and soaking up a tiny bit of her 
immense knowledge of Corgidom. 
- Deb Eldredge 
 
Debbie Harper…what to say. I remember watching Debbie judge a Lakeshore sweepstakes with 
lots of quality, and she carefully studied each dog. I remember Debbie and Mary Gay Sargent’s 
wonderful Pembroke book that I bought when I got my first Pembroke, and Debbie revising that 
book and asking for a photo of Callie with me to honor Callie as the breed's first VCX. She 
thought it was an important accomplishment and wanted to be sure that it got in the book. 
Several top breeders today got their starts thanks to Debbie providing them with quality 
foundation stock. I wrote a letter to the PWCCA Board, nominating Debbie as an honorary 
member and citing her many contributions to the breed and the clubs to which she belonged.  I 
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was thrilled to get a letter telling me that the Board vote was unanimous. But I was even more 
thrilled to get the nicest thank you note from Debbie when she somehow learned who was behind 
the nomination, a note that I truly cherish. Debbie made a huge impact on the breed and those 
who love it, but with humility and that crinkle of a smile. We all miss her. 
- Lynda McKee 
 
I never had the privilege of knowing Deborah Harper, but she contributed greatly to my 
Corgi experience, which began in 1991 with a Northrun puppy. I knew nothing about 
Corgis: correct conformation, temperament, history, or what they were hardwired to do, 
only that a litter of Corgi puppies was the cutest thing I had ever seen. Luckily, in 1994 I learned 
about Debbie’s book The New Complete Pembroke Welsh Corgi and my education began.  
     While I never competed in conformation, I soon found out how important correct 
conformation and temperament are, whether in a pet, a show dog, or a performance dog. As a 
result of Debbie’s extensive knowledge about the breed, I’ve been able to share information with 
clients, ensuring that they know what these wonderful dogs bring to our lives. I’ve also been able 
to explain to potential puppy buyers or adopters why Corgis aren’t for everyone. 
    Debbie leaves a lasting and indelible legacy, both to Mayflower and to the breed, and I 
truly hope that she and all her Walborah Corgis are smiling down on us, as we continue the 
journey that she began. 
- Fiona Petersen 
 
 

 
Some members of Debbie’s corgi family at her October 2024 memorial.  
L. to R.: Bobbi Pavia, Neal Goodwin, Mary Elizabeth Simpson, Cindy Read, Cathy and John 
Santarsiero, Diane Polito, Mari Carroll, Robin Herrick, Andy Carter, Michaelann Mako 
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A Life in Corgis  

 
“The Pembroke Welsh Corgi was the [benefactor] of 64 years of Debbie’s 
devotion. Her contribution to the breed was nothing short of extraordinary. 
While Debbie is internationally known and missed, she was ours, a treasure we 
honor for her personal contributions to each of us, which were nothing short of 
extraordinary.” 
From “Debbie Harper’s Life Story,” PWCCA Newsletter, Winter 2024, Michaelann 
Cox 
 
 
 
Enjoy these photos of Debbie’s life in corgis. Some are from Mayflower and other 
archives and no further information or higher resolution photo was available. 
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The beginning… 

 
 From the Winter 2015 Corgi Cryer 
 
 

 
Yes, a beagle came first. The corgi is probably Gwynnie. 
 

 
CH Walborah’s Leaf Frolic TD – “Feather” 
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A photo from the 1974 National where males and females were both judged by that brilliant 
English judge and breeder Peggy Gamble of the Blands kennel. Her best opposite came from 
the classes in the shape of the recent UK import Lees Jupiter, bred by Pat Curties and owned 
by Debbie Harper (Walborah) whose death last year was such a great loss to the Pembroke 
world. He also won the sweeps under Phyllis Young (Phylliams) and went on to complete his 
title. 
  – Simon Parsons on Facebook  

 

 Debbie meeting Tasha Tudor in 1981.  
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Anne Bowes and Debbie with Walborah’s Deutzia, 1989 
 

  1990 
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Debbie with Elsie, Fall 1998 
 
 
 

 
Debbie awarding King of the Road, “Rodney” with Mary Kay 
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Debbie was always teaching us, here at Winter Carnival 2002 
 
 
And she was with countless Mayflower members’ litters, from the whelping box on. Here she 
is with a litter from Mary-Elizabeth Simpson and Cathy Santarsiero. 

 
 

The 2015 Mayflower Specialty was Debbie’s last time showing,  
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and she went out in a blaze of glory. 
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Mayflower members made quite a celebration of Debbie’s 90th birthday in 2022, with video 
messages from those who could not attend the dinner. 
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Debbie was in the center of so many of our lives. This is a get-together of Mayflower members 
in 2022. Can you name them all? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fly free, Debbie Harper.  

We will always be grateful for the gift of you, miss you, and love you. 
 

 

 

 

 


